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Cleveland State University
Recreation Center
Cleveland, Ohio

he goal for the design of this
recreation center was to create
a “building without walls,” one
that gives people inside and out
views of activity and counteracts
the perception that the campus is
composed of unwelcoming concrete
buildings. The center now serves
as a catalyst for a renewed focus on
student life.
The interior design hinges
on an open circulation atrium
that allows natural daylight to
penetrate all levels of the facility
while providing views between
activity spaces, and from one side
of the building to the other. The

The exterior engages the
city and the street, while
the views inside advertise

activities.

The “building without walls” concept allows users to see
activity spaces from one end of the building to the other.

Interior colors
found in the large
atrium spread
throughout

the facility,
contributing to its
open feel,

building connects to an existing
athletic facility on an urban site,
and the open atrium enhances both
circulation and security.

Daylight filters into the main
gymnasium, elevated running track,
multipurpose court, multipurpose
rooms and connective free zones
through several skylights, roof
monitors and clerestories.

The exterior massing is broken
into components and responds to the
pedestrian and vehicular scales of the
campus and the streetscape. Exterior
materials consist of red brick, buff
brick, aluminum panels and trim with
clear and fritted glass.

ARCHITECT OF RECORD:
Weber Murphy Fox
Cleveland, Ohio

ASSOCIATED FIRM:
Sasaki Associates Inc.
Watertown, Mass.

COST: $29.8 million
SQUARE FEET: 130,000
OCCUPRPANCY: August 2006
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